ORDINANCE
of the

WASHOE TRIBE OF NEVADA AND CALIFORNIA

An ordinance to define and regulate membership in the Washoe Tribe in accordance with the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Washoe Tribe and to establish an orderly enrollment procedure
which affords due process of tribal law to all persons applying for enrollment as a member of the
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE WASHOE TRIBAL COUNCIL THAT:
Enrollment and membership in the Washoe Tribe shall be governed by the following procedures

and regulations:
ARTICLE I

Section 1

Section 2

TITLE AND DEFINITIONS

SHORT TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known as the Washoe Tribal Enroliment Act.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

a.

Applicant — the person seeking to be enrolled with, or applying for,
membership in the Tribe.

Appellant — a person who is appealing from the Washoe Tribal
Council’s decision application for enrollment.

Sponsor — the parent, recognized guardian, next fried, next of kin,
spouse, executor or administrator of estate, the Superintendent of
the Nevada Agency or any other person who files an application
for enrollment with the Tribe in behalf of another person.

Tribal Council — the governing body recognized by the Secretary
of the Interior and known as the Washoe Tribal Council.

Secretary of the Washoe Tribal Council - The person to maintain
tribal records and who is chosen by the Council.

Superintendent — the official in charge of the Nevada Indian
Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or other designated
representative who has immediate administrative jurisdiction over
the affairs of the Tribe.

Secretary — the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized
representative.

Enrollment Committee — a committee established by the Washoe
Tribal Council with the authority to recommend to the Council
whether an application for enrollment should be approved or
rejected.




ARTICLE I

Section 1

Section 2

ARTICLE Il

Section 1

Washoe Tribal Roll of January, 1969 — a list of persons names who
were never officially approved or certified as members of the
Washoe Tribe by action of the Washoe Tribal Council.

ELIGIBILITY

The membership of the Washoe Tribe shall consist of all persons of at
least one-fourth (1/4) degree Washoe Indian Blood.

No persons enrolled with, affiliated with, or recognized as a member of
another Indian tribe or group (with the exception of the groups represented
on the Washoe Tribal Council) shall be eligible for membership in the
Washoe Tribe.

APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT

PROCEDURE FOR FILING APPLICATIONS

a.

Any person who desires to be enrolled as a member of the Washoe
Tribe shall be required to file an application for membership on a
form approved by the Tribal Council provided that all application
heretofore received shall be considered validly filed and provided
further that all persons whose names appear on the unofficial roll
known as the Washoe Tribal Roll of January, 1969, may be
required to file an additional application if it is deemed necessary
by the Enrollment Committee.

Applications shall be filed with the Secretary of the Tribal Council
who shall be responsible for the issuance, recording and filing of
all application forms. The Secretary of the Tribal Council shall
maintain a log of all applications, recording the following
information:

Date application requested

Number each application issued

Name of person application issued to

Date application sent

Date application received

Date of Tribal Council action

Date of “Notification of Eligibility” sent

Date applicant or sponsor received “Notice of Rejection”
and right to appeal.

Date Council notified of applicant’s intent to appeal.
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Section 2

Section 3

ARTICLE IV

Section 1

C. Upon written or oral request, the Secretary of the Washoe Tribal
Council shall furnish application forms to all persons, or sponsor
of persons, who consider themselves eligible for membership in

the Tribe.
d. Each application shall contain a place for the following

information:

1. The name, sex, address, place and date of birth and degree
of Washoe blood of each applicant

2. The name of each parent and his or her tribal membership
and degree of Indian blood derived from any other tribe.

3. An application number for the purpose of maintaining a
record of all applications furnished.

4. In the case of an application filed by a sponsor, the name,

address and relationship of sponsor to the applicant (parent,
legal guardian, etc.)

5. Certification as to whether application is for the natural
child or an adopted child of the parent(s) through whom
eligibility is claimed.

SPONSORING AN APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT ON
BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON

If the person sought to be enrolled is deceased, a minor or other person in
need of assistance, a member of the Armed Services or other services of
the United States Government and/or members of the immediate family
stationed outside the continental United States, an application for
enrollment may be completed and filed by the executor or administrator of
the applicant’s estate, the applicant’s parents, the recognized guardian,
next friend, next of kin or by the applicant’s spouse as the sponsor of such
person.

BURDEN OF PROOF

The burden of proof rests upon the applicant or his sponsor to establish his
or her eligibility for membership in the Tribe. Affidavits or court orders
relating to a person’s natural parents may be used to support the person’s
eligibility for membership. Natural parents may be used to support a
claim of eligibility for membership. Records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, such as census records, may also be used for reference in absence
of other documentary evidence.

PROCESSING ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS
ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE SHALL REVIEW APPLICATIONS

AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE WASHOE TRIBAL
COUNCIL




Section 2

The Tribal Council Secretary will make all applications for enrollment
available to the Enrollment Committee for review and recommendation to
the Washoe Tribal Council. The Enrollment Committee shall review all
applications for enrollment and consider the information provided in such
applications, together with all other available evidence concerning the
applicant’s eligibility for membership, and make its written
recommendation to the Washoe Tribal Council as to whether the
application should be approved or rejected. Where the Committee
considers additional information needed, it may request such information
from the person filing the application. All recommendations must be
supported by the documentation provided by the application or in research
conducted by the Committee and must be in accordance with provision of
this Ordinance. The findings of the Committee shall be kept confidential
until the Council has acted upon the applicant’s enrollment. After the
Council has approved or rejected the enrollment of the applicant, the
collective findings may be examined at the request of the individual
applicant or his sponsor.

COUNCIL SHALL DETERMINE APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY FOR
ENROLLMENT

Reviewing Applicant’s Eligibility

Section 3

The Washoe Tribal Council shall review each application for enrollment,
together with the recommendation of the Enrollment Committee, and
determine whether the applicant is eligible to be enrolled as a member of
the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California. The individual filing an
application has the burden of proof of establishing, to the satisfaction of
the Washoe Tribal Council, that the Applicant meets all requirements for
tribal membership. The Washoe Tribal Council shall consider all relevant
evidence regarding the Applicant’s eligibility for enroliment but the
relevancy, weight and sufficiency of such evidence shall be supported by
the Enrollments Committee’s findings of fact. Final determination as to
whether an applicant for enrollment is approved or rejected shall be
reduced to writing and signed by the Chairman, Washoe Tribal Council.

NOTICE OF WASHOE TRIBAL COUNCIL DETERMINATION OF

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

Notice Required — Every person filing an application for enrollment shall
be given written notice of whether the Tribal Council accepted or rejected
the application for enrollment.

Content of Notice of Rejection — If the Tribal Council rejected the
application for enrollment, the written notice shall, (1) indicate that the
application was rejected and set for the tribal membership requirement or
requirements which the Tribal Council found the applicant failed to
establish and, (2) provide that rejection of the application for enrollment
may be appealed to the Secretary of the Interior in accordance with appeal




ARTICLE V

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

procedures established by this Ordinance. The Notice shall indicate the
time and the procedure for commencing such appeal. The content and
form of the Notice of Rejection shall be approved by the Council.

Content of Notice of Approval — If the Washoe Tribal Council approved
the application for enrollment, the written notice shall indicate the
application was approved, tribal resolution number and the date of its
enactment whereby the approval of such application was commemorated.
The content and form of the Notice of Approval shall be approved by the
Tribal Council.

Manner of Giving Notice — The notice required to be given under this
section shall be given within thirty (30) days after the Tribal Council
makes its final determination as to whether the application for enroliment
is approved or rejected and shall be sent by certified mail with postage
thereon fully prepaid, (return receipt requested), to an address provided by
such person in the application form or at such different address as may be
subsequently provided the Enroliment Committee in writing.

APPEALS TO SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Right of Appeal

Any person filing an application for enrollment which has been rejected
by the Washoe Tribal Council may appeal such rejection to the Secretary
of the Interior, whose decision concerning enrollment appeals shall be
final in the manner hereinafter provided.

Commencing an Appeal

To commence an appeal, such person must clearly express an intent to
appeal such rejection to the Secretary of the Interior. The appeal shall be
in writing and addressed to the Secretary of the Interior in care of the
Superintendent of the Nevada Indian Agency. Such appeal must be
received by the Superintendent before the close of business on the 30" day
after receipt of the Notice of Rejection is delivered to an address outside
the continental United States, in which case there shall be sixth (60) days
rather than thirty (30) days in which to file such an appeal. The Tribal
Council Secretary shall provide the Superintendent proof of receipt of
notices of rejection for the purpose of accurately recording dates such
notices were received by rejected applicants.

Upon an appeal being received, the Superintendent shall notify the Tribal
Council and provide the Council with a copy of the appeal and all
supporting documents. The Washoe Tribal Council will reconsider its
rejection decision based on the information received from the appeal and,
if deemed appropriate, may reverse its original decision. In any case, the
burden of proof is upon the Appellant who ma furnish additional
documentary evidence, as provided in Art. 111, Sec. 3 of this Ordinance. If



ARTICLE VI

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

the Tribal Council does not reverse its original decision, the Council
Secretary shall forward all enroliment records of the Appellant to the
Superintendent for review and submittal to the Secretary of t he Interior.
The Appellant may be provided additional time in order to submit
supporting evidence at the discretion of the Superintendent. All such
requests must be supported by the circumstances of the Appellant.

MISCELLANEOQOUS

List of Applicant Names to be Provided Superintendent

The Washoe Tribal Council shall furnish the Superintendent, Nevada
Indian Agency, with a list of applicant names and application numbers
indicating applications approved and rejected. A separate statement shall
accompany such list stating the reasons for the rejection of each rejected
application.

Tribal Membership Roll

The Tribal Membership Roll, arranged alphabetically, shall contain the
names of all enrolled members of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and
California. For each such member, the Roll shall also indicate the
person’s enrollment number, sex, date of birth, the degree of Washoe
blood and parent(s) blood and address and a column for remarks; i.e., date
of enrollment. The Remarks Column should also indicate the name of the
person’s parents, with the exception of adopted children, in which cases
names of the natural parents shall not appear. Any notations made upon
such Roll shall indicate by whom such notifications were made, the
authority for making such notations and the date.

Maintaining a Current Tribal Membership Roll

The Washoe Tribal Council shall cause the Tribal Membership Roll to be
kept current and shall annually review the Roll for such purpose. Names
of all deceased persons and all persons who have relinquished membership
in the Tribe, in writing, shall be noted in the Roll. The names of all
persons whose applications for enrollment have been approved by the
Washoe Tribal Council shall be promptly added to the Roll.

Repeal of Prior Conflicting Ordinances and Resolutions

Any ordinance or resolution in conflict herewith shall be repealed to the
extent of such conflict. Furthermore, no provision contained in this
Ordinance shall be construed as affecting the proposed Washoe Tribal
Judgment Plan which shall be received and acted upon by the United
States Congress.

Objections



All objections shall be in writing and filed with Tribal Council Secretary
together with all documents to support the claim.

Section 6 Effective Date of Ordinance

This Ordinance shall become effective upon being approved by the
Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative.



