
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
 

Law & Order Code 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LIQUOR ORDINANCE 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ordinance Legalizing the Introduction, Possession, Use and Consumption of Alcoholic 
Beverages.  February 3, 1976 
 
In accordance with authority delegated by the Secretary of Interior to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, by 230 DM 2 and in accordance with the Act of August 15, 1953, Public Law 
277, 83rd Congress, 1st Session (67 Stat. 586), I certify that the following ordinance relating to 
the application of the Federal Indian Liquor Laws relative to the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and 
California, was adopted August 5, 1975 by the Washoe Tribal Council which has jurisdiction 
over the area of Indian Country included in the ordinance, reading as follows: 
  
 Be it enacted by the Tribal Council of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, 
 pursuant to the authority vested in it by Article VI, Section I(f) of the Constitution of the 
 Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California that the introduction, possession, use and 
 consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be lawful within the exterior boundaries of 
 those lands in the States of Nevada and California under the territorial jurisdiction of the 
 Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California. 
 
 Provided, that such introduction, possession, use and consumption shall be in accordance 
 with the following: 
  
 Section 1: It shall be unlawful to sell alcoholic beverages by the bottle, can or  
   package, except on the premises of business operated and licensed by the  
   Washoe Tribe. 
  
 Section 2: It shall be unlawful to use or consume any alcoholic beverages in a motor  
   vehicle while such vehicle is being driven: 
 
 Section 3: It shall be unlawful to possess any bottle, can, package, or container of an  
   alcoholic beverage in the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle when  
   such vehicle is being driven: 
 
 Section 4: It shall be unlawful for any person actually under the influence of   
   alcoholic beverages to possess, use or consume alcoholic beverages: 
 
 Section 5: It shall be unlawful for any person to furnish any alcoholic beverage to  
   any person under the age of twenty-one (21) or to leave or to deposit any  



   alcoholic beverages with the intent that the alcoholic beverages shall be  
   procured by any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years: 
 
 Section 6: It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years  
    of age to introduce, possess, use or consume alcoholic beverages; 
 
 Section 7: Any Indian who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be  
   deemed guilty of an offense and upon conviction thereof shall be punished 
   by a fine of not more than $50 or by imprisonment of not more than ten  
   (10) days or both such fine and imprisonment: Provided, however, that  
   any person under the age of eighteen (18) years may, in the discretion of  
   the judge, be treated as a juvenile and have the charge(s) disposed of  
   pursuant to 25 CFR, Section 11.36. 
 
 Section 8: All ordinances, resolutions, or acts that have previously been enacted by  
   the Washoe Tribal Council which are in conflict with any provision of this 
   ordinance are hereby repealed. 


