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Highlights  of 
what’s  inside  

 

Council Meeting Calen-
dar—page 2 

Every month your Council 
meetings are featured on 

page 2 of the Tribal news-
letter. Come find out 

what’s going on and voice 
your concerns. 

Wasiw Language Les-
son—page  3 

 
Women’s Health and 

Wellness Group— 
page 4 

 
Sons of Tradition An-
nouncement—page 5 

 
12th Biennial  

Language Gathering—
page  5 

 
Sigayuk—Women’s 
Stick Game Demon-

stration— page 6 
 

Complete you Wasiw 
Legends Book Series—

back page  

Washoe Tribal Newsletter—Voice of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California Special Edition~Fall 2015 

AAA s you know, the Elder’s 
Center and the  

WaSheShuItDeh Planning 
Committee, along with the 
Washoe Tribal Council hosted 
the Washoe Elder’s Dinner on 
Friday, July 24th at Valhalla 
Estates in South Lake Tahoe, 
California. The Sons of Tradi-
tion Facilitators seized the op-
portunity to provide cultural 
knowledge to our young men 
participating in the Washoe 
Sons of Tradition Group. As 
elders are the heart of our ef-
forts in language revitalization 
and continuation of our cul-
tural teachings, our young 
men volunteered at the Elder’s 
dinner to show their respect 
and appreciation of our elders. 
Our volunteers would like to 
thank Nicole Turner, Elder 
Center Director, and the Sen-
ior Site Council for organizing 
gift cards for their volunteer 
work! 

Special Cultural EditionSpecial Cultural EditionSpecial Cultural Edition   
WASHOE SONS OF TRADITION 

Young Men’s Program  

Pictured: Joseph Jim and Julyann Wyatt 
carry water from Lake Tahoe to our 
elders. Elders Florine Conway and Ste-
ven James open the dinner with pray-
ers. Sons of tradition volunteers- Nikolas 
King, Joaquin Erwin, Herman Fillmore, 

Danyiel Hugo, and Bebop Martinez. 
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Articles and opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily the opinions of this publication or the Washoe Tribe or Tribal 

Council. This Tribal Newsletter encourages tribal members and their families to submit letters, articles, photographs, and events to 

be considered for publication. These are subject to editing. Contributing writers, and photographers include tribal community mem-

bers, tribal employees and other sources as appropriate. To ensure timely publication of submissions contact information must be 

provided. Addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be published, unless re-

quested. 

Disclaimer: All dates are subject to change. We reserve the right to refuse any submission with final approval by the Tribal Chair or 

Vice Chair. Absolutely no campaigning for political gain allowed.   

Submission deadline: Items submitted for publication must be received no later than 5pm on the 15th of each month unless a later 

deadline is otherwise posted. Unformatted electronic submission preferred. Printed monthly January through December. Published 

on or around the first of each month. 

Submissions: Submissions may be mailed to Washoe Tribal Newsletter, 1246 Waterloo Lane, Gardnerville, NV 89410 or emailed 

to djohnson@washoetanf.org or faxed to 775-782-6892, Attention: Newsletter Editor. Questions? Call 775-782-6320 

The Washoe Sons of 

Tradition also volun-

teered at the Cultural 

Resources Department 

informational and ac-

tivities booth through-

out the festival. Thank 

you to the young men 

for your continued ef-

fort in learning & 

keeping our traditions 

alive! If your son is 

interested in being a part of the Washoe Sons of Tradition Program 

please contact Kristin Burtt at (775)782-0010, Herman Fillmore at 

(775)781-4853, or Nick Agnason at (775)265-8600. 

FLORAL ARRANGE-

MENTS FOR 

ELDER’S DINNER 

The Cultural Resources 

Department would like to 

thank the 20 participants of 

the Young Women’s 

Health and Wellness 

Group for creating 30 

floral arrangements 

for the Elder’s Din-

ner centerpieces! The 

centerpieces were a 

great addition to this 

year’s dinner and en-

joyed by everyone! 

 

SeptemberSeptember  
CALENDARCALENDAR  

(all dates subject to change) 
 

Dresslerville Community  
Council Meeting 

Wednesday, September 2, 6:00pm  
 

Carson Colony  
Community  

Council Meeting 
Wednesday, September 9, 6:00pm 

 

Woodfords Community  
Council Meeting 

Thursday, September 3, 6:00pm 
 

Tribal Council  
Meeting 

Friday, September 11, 6:00pm 
Woodfords Community 

 

Stewart Community  
Council 

Tuesday, September 15, 6:00 pm 
 

American Indian Day 
Friday, September 25 

Tribal Offices Closed 

Edward Williams and Arlan Wyatt preparing meat.  
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DRESSLERVILLE PLAY-

ERS PERFORM AT 

WASHESHUITDEH 

Congratula-

tions and job 

well done! The 

Dresslerville 

Players per-

formed Pe-

wećali Ɂi∙da 

Damalali C’ɨkɨ 

HaɁka- The 

Wašiw Legend of Pewećali and Da-

malali and Their Adventure with 

Black Widow during this year’s 

WaSheShuItDeh Annual Festival. 

The storytelling was led by Melba 

Rakow and Mischelle Dressler, two 

of the Cultural Resources Depart-

ment Washoe language teachers. 

The performance was directed by 

Kristin Burtt. The Dresslerville Play-

ers is an ongoing group and anyone 

can join at any time. If your child is 

interested in performing in future 

events please contact the Cultural 

Resources Department at (775)782-

0010. 

Wašiw Lesson 2 
1. aŋal- house 

     hadi t’anu Ɂaŋal kei- that is somebody’s house. 

2. ap’ud- to peel or shell 

    maluŋ Ɂap’udi- (someone is) cleaning the acorn 

3. apuš- body 

    T’anu Ɂapuš dešto∙to∙li kei- somebody’s strong body 

4. apul- tail 

    Si∙su Ɂapul mi∙gi latuɁ i- the feather is beautiful 

5. asaw- to laugh 

    T’anu Ɂasaw de∙lemi- I hear somone laughing. 

6. ašaŋ-to bleed 

    Memdewi Ɂašaŋi- the deer is bleeding 

7. ašaš- to not know 

    T’anu hu∙tiweɁ Ɂašaši- the people don’t know 

8. az’aɁ- to urinate (pee) 

    SukuɁ Ɂaz’aɁi dewdi∙Ɂi∙š aɁ- the dog is peeing on the tree 

9. ašdum- to hide 

    ŋawŋaŋ git k’o∙mal Ɂašdumi - the child is hiding his/her 

ball 

10. ašuk- back 

    T’ašuk lel gegeygal- sit in the back 

As you all know the 2015-2016 

school year is upon us. We are 

in the process of planning our 

after school language program 

for this school year. If you 

would like your student to attend these classes please call the 

office to enroll your child. It is important that you call to en-

roll your student so that we may ensure that your child stays 

for the entire class, otherwise they usually come and go at 

their leisure which causes a distraction in their language 

learning. Consistency is key! We are looking at September 8th 

for the first day of class. They will be held 3:30-5 at the 

Dresslerville community Center Monday- Thursday. We 

would really like to encourage Patalŋi MeɁki transitioners to 

enroll as they’ve already had language immersion.  

 

Please call Mischelle Dressler at 782-0013 to enroll your stu-

dent. All ages are encouraged!  

Wašiw gawgayay huk di∙waɁhulew 

Attention  

All Parents! 
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Linda Kinney- TANF beading instructor, Eileen Mazy- Cultural Activities Volunteer, Helen Fillmore- Cultural Activities Volunteer, Sharon 
Burchett- TANF HQ Administrative Assistant, Lori Pasqua- Pre College Advisor, Melanie Smokey- GED Instructor, and Bernadine James
- Washoe Elder/Cultural Activities Volunteer.  Not Pictured- Cultural Resources Department Staff: Lisa Enos, Mischelle Dressler, and 

Kristin Burtt. 

YOUNG WOMEN’S HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS GROUP- DRESSLERVILLE 

The Cultural Resources Department began a 
young women’s group over the 2015 summer 
vacation. This program offered young women 
the opportunity to discuss women’s issues with 
Washoe elders, while participating in hands-
on cultural activities. The young women 
learned to use sewing machines while sewing 
their own skirts, leather work such as: mocca-
sin making and medicine bags, and beading. 
Although not all participants finished their 
hands-on projects, each participant participat-
ed in the weekly discussions with elders, there-
fore meeting the project goal. Each participant 
contributed in all discussions and appreciated 
the elders who facilitated the discussion. For 
the participants that did not finish their pro-
jects, help will be offered during after-school 
language program hours from 3:30-5pm on 
Fridays in the Culture and Language classroom 
at the Dresslerville Community Building. 
Thank you very much to our elders who con-

tinue to participate and for sharing your 
knowledge and insights during our culture and 
language classes and events! Thank you to the 
young women for your participation and will-
ingness to learn traditional values such as: 
honesty, responsibility, healthy relationships 
and goal setting 

DamɨmoɁmoɁ ɁA∙sawi 

On August 14, 2015 the newly formed group 
(Laughing Women) had our first collaborative 
effort among women currently working direct-
ly with our youth. Our discussion centered on 
new innovations and ideas geared toward 
Washoe women’s health and wellness activi-
ties. As our first cultural activity together, we 
were able to make soap root brushes with soap 
root gathered by the Cultural Resources De-
partment staff and elders Bernadine James and 
Eleanore Smokey. Thank you ladies for being a 
part of our group, and for continuing to learn 
with us, as well as teach your children and 
families. Culture is prevention!  
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 As the school year begins, the 

Cultural Resources Department 

would like to notify you of the 

new Washoe Sons of Tradition 

Program meeting schedule. Meet-

ing will be held in Dresslerville 

at the Dresslerville Community 

Building on the 1st and 3rd Mon-

day of each month; and in Carson 

Colony at the Gym on the 2nd and 

4th Monday of each month. We 

encourage our current partici-

pants to remain involved in our 

program throughout the school 

year, and we will be offering in-

centives for attending! 

The Sons of Tradition Pro-

gram is a facilitated program that 

extends over a one year period of 

time. This program has been tai-

lored to Washoe culture.  Weekly 

topics include cultural activities, 

outings, guest speakers, and com-

munity service events for you to 

participate in for the next year. 

Activities planned include: team 

building, storytelling, reflection, 

climbing, hiking, fishing, arrows, 

gardening, traditional games, vol-

unteer work, and many others.  

Each session the boys meet 

with a facilitator for a couple of 

hours. The facilitator’s role is to 

assist the boys in drawing out 

their own innate knowledge as 

they participate in talking circles, 

develop mind maps, complete 

activities in the booklet, develop 

service project plans, and develop 

understandings about their roles 

as young Native American men.  

Please see the following sam-

ple meeting agenda. 

Opening Ceremony: Round 

dance, smudge, wash with water, 

prayer for strength. 

Video: Segment of video that 

corresponds with the month’s 

theme.  

Talking Circle: A means for 

helping boys express their way of 

seeing.  

Break: Stretch, Ice Breaker 

Program Project: Activity, 

Service work, Special guest 

speaker, field trip, etc. 

ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT  
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Cultural Resources  

Department Informational 

Booth 

Mischelle Dressler, Herman Fillmore 

and Kristin Burtt (Cultural Resources 

Department Staff) were present at 

WaSheShuItDeh 2015 with an infor-

mational booth offering department 

information regarding language and 

cultural classes and hands-on activi-

ties for children and families. 

SIGAYUK Traditional Washoe Women’s Stickgame Demonstration 

Sigayuk is played with two teams of five. Each player has a stick about 9 feet tall, which are made 

from aspen trees, and used to throw the “rabbit” into the goal. Each team has a goalie that stands 

inside of a goal, about 3 feet in 

diameter. When the rabbit is 

pushed or thrown into the goal 

a point is scored. The game is 

played to a set score. Sigayuk is 

still played today! Job well 

done ladies! 
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Washoe Tribe 
 of Nevada & California 

919 US Highway 395 South, 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 

(775) 265-8600 

Washoe Tribal Council 
Neil Mortimer, Tribal Chairman 

Deirdre Jones Flood, Vice-Chairwoman 
Kathleen Simpson, Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 

Carson Colony 
W. Gary Nevers, Chairman 
Chad Malone, Vice-Chairman 

 
 

Dresslerville Community 
Lisa Christensen, Chairwoman 

Rueben Vasquez, Vice-Chairman 
 

 

Off Reservation 
Jeremy Steele 

Mahlon Machado 
Off Reservation Representatives 

 
 

Reno Sparks Indian Colony 
Lorraine A. Keller, Representative 

 
 

 Stewart Community 
Jacqueline Steele, Chairwoman 
Stan Smokey, Vice-Chairman 

 
 

Woodfords Community 
Irvin Jim, Chairman 

Deirdre Jones Flood, Vice Chairwoman  

Please let us know if your address has changed! 

To view this newsletter online go to 

www.washoetribe.us 

Let us know if we can remove you from the  
mailing list and save paper and mailing costs. 

SPECIAL CULTURAL EDITION 

...with 

the final two books published 

by Pat’alŋi MeɁk’i Head Start 

Immersion Nest.  

ɁUŋa ɁEygelu Heš T’anu 

ɁAdu ɁEti Luligi illustrated 
by Kevin and Rhiana Jones & 

Huŋa ɁEyigalu P’awalu Diyu 

ɁIɁeti Luligi illustrated by 

BillyHawk Enos. 

You are welcome to pick up 

your books at the Cultural of-

fice any time Monday – Friday 

between 8:00- 4:30. 

For those residing outside of 

the service area, please call 

Lisa Enos at the Cultural office 

775-782-0010 with your name 

and address and we will mail 

them to you. 

Complete 

your 

Wašiw 

legends 

series  

washoetribe.us

